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p RE FA (CE. 
1 Fx E enſuing Diſcourſe is preſented to the 
14 Public for their ſerious peruſal and confide - 
vation, in order to awaken ſecure ſinners to a ſenſe 
2 of their Sin and Danger, that by a timely Repent- 
a ance and Reformation, they may deliver their own 
2 Souls from thoſe temporal and eternal Evils to which 
key are liable: And that the Godly may be excited 
y their fervent Prayers and earneſt Endeavours 
in their ſeveral places and ſtations, to diſcourage 
Vice and Infidelity, and to advance as much as 
2 poſſible the cauſe of Religion and Virtue : which 
are the only Means to avert the Divine Diſplea- 
2 ſure, and thoſe Fudgments of God which hang over 
us, and threaten the deſtruction of a fenful Na- 
tion. 1 5 5 
= The important truths here touch'd upon are of 
common concern; and as they were approved by 
many, and (it is to be hoped ) were ſpiritually pro- 
3 Jitable to ſome that heard them delivered, ſo the 
2 Author apprebends that they may be of general uſe 
2 at this particular Seaſon, when the Spirits of Men 
em to be awedand alarmed by thoſe tremendous Hifi 
1 A 2 tations 


iv The PREFACE. 


tations that have fallen ſo heavy upon others ; and 
which we curſelves have ſuch ul reaſon to fear. 
Theſe Conſiderations have prevailed with him to 
appear in public, though ſenſible of his own In- 
firmittes; and that what drops from his Pen is 
deſtitute of theſe firiking Beauties, that fine Poliſh 
and high Finiſiung; that adorns the Performan- 
ces of many others : nevertheleſs, a defire of ex- 
tenfive Uſefulneſs, and if poſſible to contribute 
ſomething (though but a Mite) to the Good 0 
bis dear Country, has induced him to riſk the 
Cenſure of the Critic, and the Contempt of theſe 
who deſpiſe all Performances of this Kind. 
Reader, If any thing here offered, affeds thy 
Conference, and proves advantageous to thy Soul, 
and its ſpiritual Intereſt, give God the Glory; 
and pray for the unworthy Author; who ſincerely 
w1fheth thy ſpiritual and eternal Welfare, 
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Ant 111. 6. 


Shall a Trumpet be blown in the City, 


ſe and the People not be afraid ? Shall 
by there be Evil in a City, and the 
ul, Lord bath not done it? 

55 
ely I N che two former Chaprery the Pro- 


87 19! phet denounceth the Judgments of 
1 FF God againſt Syria, Moab, the Phi- 
tliſtines, Children of Ammon, and 

_ other neighbouring Nations to Iſrael, ' 

for their many Idolatries and other abounding 

Abominations; and then more largely and par- 

ticularly addreſſeth himſelf to the People of 

Judah and Iſrael; endeavours to ſet e them 

their Tranſereffions, and threatens them alſo with 

the moſt heavy Doom, if they ſtill perſiſted in 
their Provocations and Rebellions. Iſrael had 
many Examples of the divine Severity againſt 

Sinners; had heard many of the awful Threat- 

nings of God denounced againſt themſelves by 

former aged and had had frequent and 
ſignal 


Mos Þ 


3 
ſignal Warnings of approaching Judgments ; 
but they grew careleſs and ſecure, were ſettled 
on their Lees, and had little or no Apprehen- 
ſions of their imminent Danger: Therefore the 
Lord in infinite Compaſſion and Mercy, as loth 
to deſtroy, and wholly give them up to utter 
Deſolation and Ruin, 1s pleaſed to raiſe up and 
fend this his Prophet, once more to give them 
Warning, in order to their Repentance and 
Eſcape. XY 
The Calamities of others were like to have 
but little Effect upon them, becauſe they were 
externally the choſen and the profeſſing People 
of God ; therefore, (to take them off from all 
vain Hopes, and groundleſs Dependencies on 
theſe things) he lets them know, That their 
outward Privileges and viſible Profeſſion would 
be no Security againſt the Strokes of Divine 
Juſtice, if their Temper and Conduct were un- 
ſuitable, and contradictory to theſe their pecu- 
liar Benefits and Advantages; if while they 
pretended to know God, they did in Works 
deny him; being abominable, diſobedient, and 
to every good Work reprobate, Sins againſt 
Light, and under a Plenty of the Means of 
Grace, are of a deeper dye, and more hei- 
nouſly aggravated than the Sins of others; and 
therefore inſtead of Impunity, ſuch Perſons pull 
down upon themſelves a much ſorer Puniſhment, 
and heavier Condemnation. Hence ſays God 
by the Prophet, in the ſecond Verſe of this 
Chapter, You only have I known of all the 7. 
milies 


milies of the Earth, therefore you will T 
puniſh , i. e. with the moſt ſevere Judgments 
for all your Tranſgreſſions. This was a moſt 
ſolemn and awful Warning, and none but the 
moſt ſtupid and inſenſible ſurely could re- 
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main under it unmoved and unconcerned. 
For, Shall a Trumpet be blown in the City, and 
the People not be afraid? Shall there be Evil in 
14 City, and the Lord hath not done it? 
When God lifts up his Hand in a way of Judg- 
8 ment, who will not take the Alarm; and 
- ſeck a Refuge from impending Wrath ES -: 
e The Words of our Text though in the Form 
of an Interrogation or Queſtion, are to be un- 
n | derſtood as a very ſtrong or vehement Aſſer- 
ir tion or Affirmation; and they very evidently con- 
Id tain or conſiſt of two principal Parts, viz, 
1c I. That the apprehended approach or ap- 
n- [| pearance of Danger, Diſtreſs or Calamity doth. 
u- naturally fill Men with Dread and Terror; 
ey and put them upon an earneſt ſeeking or 
ks looking out after a place of Refuge, and the 
nd means of Deliverance. Shall a Trumpet be 


oft Ml non in the City, and the People not be a- 
raid? 
II. That from whatever Quarter Evil, ©: 
Affliction may come, or whatſoever may be 
the Means, Agents, or Inſtruments in it, and that 
not only in private and perſonal, but alſo in 
national and public Calamities, ſtill, we ought 
to look upon them all as coming from God; 
and ſhould eye the Hand of Providence in 
them, 


1 
them, as permitting, ordering, and diſpoſing 
them alſo as will beſt anſwer the wiſe and ſo- 
vereign Ends of the divine Government. The 
Inſtruments may be various, but the original 
Cauſe of all Events is but one, viz. The ſovereign 
Will and Pleaſure of him who Worketh all 
Things after the Counſel of his own Will. 

Theſe two Obſervations compriſe or contain 
in them the whole Deſign or Meaning of the 
Prophet in our Text; which is very congruous 
and well adapted to anſwer his principal Scope 
or Deſign, which was to rouſe the People of 


Iſrael out of their Indolence and Security ; to 5 


convince them of their Danger by reaſon of 
their abounding Wickedneſs; and to fore- 
warn them of approaching Judgments, if 


peradventure by a timely Repentance and Re- 


formation they might obtain an Eſcape. And 
very like to theirs are our preſent Circutnſtan- 
ces and Situation: Our Sins ſurely have great- 


ly abounded : God is now ſounding an Alarm . 


to us, (that we may conſider, and bethink our- 
ſelves ere it be too late) in the very awful Diſ- 
penſations of his Providence in many neigh- i 
bouring Countries; and more eſpecially in the 
Kingdom of Portugal, (as you have all heard) 
where many flouriſhing Towns and Cities, 
and more eſpecially Liſbon, the ſtately and 
opulent Metropolis of that wealthy Kingdom, 
has in a few Minutes been reduced from al 
its Grandeur and Magnificence into a mee! 


Heap of Rubbiſh, and buried many Thou- 
ſands 
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[ 9 ] 


L (ſands of its Inhabitants under its Ruins. And 


this deſolating Calamity has not been confin'd 
to that Country, but the Earth (as unable to 
bear the Wickedneſs of its Inhabitants) hath 


been terribly convuls'd, and ſhaken, through 


many different Regions and Kingdoms: The 


| Shocks have been often repeated, and moſt of 
them attended with many fatal and dreadful 
> Conſequences. In ſome Places, (and eſpeci- 
ally the ſouthern Side of the Mediterranean 


Sea) the Earth has dreadfully clove in ſunder, 
and in a Moment ſwallowed up many Hun- 


had. And what is ſtill more alarming, is the 
vaſt Extent of this awful Diſpenſation : For 


of it have been perceived from the Iſland 
called Iceland, which lies in about 65 Degrees 


n North Latitude, almoſt to the Tropic of Can- 
cer; which is almoſt three Thouſand Miles; 
eat- | | | 1 

and from ſome Parts of Morocco, where its 


Effects were very terrible, it extended itſelf 


weſtward through the vaſt Atlantic Ocean 
quite to the eaſtern Parts of North America; 


which is at leaſt upwards of four Thouſand 


Miles. Now if we do but conſider, the dif- 
ferent Courſes which thoſe Streams of Fire or 


ſulphurous Vapours (which, confined in the 


Bowels of the Earth, occaſioned thoſe horrid 


| Convulfions) I ſay, if we conſider the Courſes 
thoſe Streams took, 'ere they got Vent, it 


18 


10 ] 


is truly wonderful, and almoſt miraculous, 


that we in this part of the World ſhould 


eſcape this ſore Viſitation, Let us therefore 
eye herein the ſpecial Hand of Providence 
and believe, that though this and other E- 
vents are effected by the Inſtrumentality of 
Second Cauſes, yet that they are all under the 
Divine Direction and Diſpoſal ; and let us hear 


and fear, and do no more ſo wickedly as for- 


merly; and when God's Judgments are a- 
broad in the Earth, let us learn Righteouſneſs, 
leſt Wrath and utter Deſolation overtake us : 

For, Shall a Trumpet be blown in the City, and 
the People not be afraid? Shall there, can there, 
be Evil in à City, and the Lord hath not done 


it? The Lord grant that we in theſe King- 


doms may conſider theſe awful Warnings of 


Providence: May we all truly humble our- 
ſelves this Day before the Lord; and may he 
Hear our united Cries and Supplications for 
Mercy ; that ſo we may yet eſcape deſolating 


yr Aden ; and may both our Councils, and 
Arms be bleſs'd to the utter defeating the 
Schemes and Projects of our Enemies againſt 
us. God, you fee, 1s giving us moſt awful 
Warnings, let us take the Alarm, and in 
time reform and amend, | 

For the improvement of our Meditations 


on this Paſſage of Sacred Writ as ſuitable to 


the preſent ſolemn Occaſion, I ſhall (God aſ- 
fiſting) 
In 
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1114 
In the firſt Place, ſhew you, That we 
ought to look upon every Evil of Afflic- 
tion, whether of a public or private nature, 
as coming from the Hand of God. 
Secondly, I ſhall point out to you ſome of 
the moſt uſual Signs or Preſages of approach- 
ing Judgments. 3 
Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew you, what Effects 
theſe divine Warnings ought to have upon 
us. | 
And laſtly, I ſhall conclude with a brief 
and ſuitable Application to our own ſelves 
in particular, | ; 
*Z Firſt, we ought to look upon every evil 
2 of Affliction, and that whether public or pri- 
vate, national or perſonal, as coming from 
the Hand of God. Very few (if any) who 
have acknowledged the exiſtence of a ſupreme 
Being, have been able to deny, or ſo much 
as to doubt of the Doctrine of Divine Provi- 
dence: For, if there is an all-wiſe, great and 
almighty Being that gave exiſtence to all 
things, and if he upholds and preſerves all 
things by the Word of his Power, he certain- 
ly ſuperintends and governs the Works of 
his own Hands. By right of Creation he is 
22 undoubtedly their abſolute Proprietor, and 
2 Owner ; therefore, he may, and doth, order 
and diſpoſe of all, according to his ſovereign 
Will and Pleaſure ; But this his Dominion 
and Government is always executed in ſuch 
B 2 | a Way, 


[ #2 1 
a way, as beſt tends to the advancement, and 
diſplay of the Honour and Glory of his infi- 
nite Perfections: For the Lord is righteous 
in all his Ways, and holy in all his Works, 
Hence, as in innumerable inſtances he mani- 


feſteth the riches and freeneſs of his Grace 


and Mercy to the miſerable and unworthy, 
fo in a moſt tremendous manner he often re- 
veals his Wrath from Heaven againſt the un- 
righteouſneſs and ungodlineſs of men: If any 


then will be fo daring and impious, as to per- 


fiſt in their Rebellions, and Breaches of his 
Law, they ſhall in the event moſt ſurely find, 
and be made to feel, that it is indeed an evil FI 
and a bitter thing to fin againſt the Lord. 
Let the ignorant, the inconſiderate, and the 
profane Infidel-then aſcribe their Croſſes, Loſ- 


ſes, and Troubles, only to the fortuitous events 3 


of blind Chance, or to the concurrent agency 5 
of Second Cauſes, yet certainly every wiſe and 


rational (to be ſure every good, Man) will took | 
higher for their Original; will look off from 


the Rod, to the Hand that ſtrikes; will be | 
ſolicitous to know wherefore God contends | 


with him; and to learn thoſe Leſſons and In- 


ſtructions, that God thereby deſigns to incul- 
cate and enforce. The Pſalmiſt tells us, That 
the Lord is known by the Judgments that he 
executes * ; 1. e. in the preſent Life. God diſ- 
plays the glory of his Holineſs, Power, and 
Juſ- 

* Pal. ix. 16. 


E 

3 Juſtice, in the preſent Troubles and Sorrows of 
the Wicked: He reſerves indeed the more 
full and complete glorifying theſe his Attri- 
butes to a future and an everlaſting World ; ne- 
vertheleſs as he has fenced his Laws around 
with folemn Threatnings, ſo Sinners ſhall be 
made even now to feel, that theſe are not 
wholly in vain. But more eſpecially Nations 
and Bodies Politic, which, as ſuch, ſubſiſt on- 
ly in this World, (and conſequently are only 
capable of Rewards, and Puniſhments in this 
Life,) theſe, if they become univerſally dege- 
nerate and corrupt, may juſtly fear, and ſhall 
in the end be certainly made remarkable mo» 
numents of God's Wrath and Vengeance, 
Therefore, though the Providence of God 
may not always ſo conſpicuouſly in this Life 
diſtinguiſh as to Individuals, between the 
Righteous and the Wicked, for many wiſe 
3 Reaſons, and becauſe of an after-ſtate of Re- 
compence; yet it is generally otherwiſe with 
2 reſpect to Nations and Kingdoms: Providence 
Will manifeſt itſelf in favour of a righteous and 
2 godly People; but Juſtice will purſue, ſevere- 
ly puniſh, and finally overthrow the wicked. 
Thus you ſee, that as moral Evil, the Evil of 
Sin, is only from ourſelves, ſo penal Evil, the 
Evil of Affliction, is to be aſcribed only to him 
= who faith of himſelf * I ill, and I make alive, 
= 1 wound, and ] heal, neither is there any that 
| can 


b Deut. xxxii. 39. 
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141 
ean deliver out of my Hand. And again, 1 
form the Light, and create Darkneſs. 1 make 
Peace, and create Evil: I the Lord do all theſe 
things. Things then are not ſuffer'd to run at 
random ; nothing that comes to paſs happens 
by meer Chance, but muſt all be aſcribed to 
him, either to his Agency, or Permiſſion : as 
therefore, on the one hand, all our Comforts, 
our Succeſs, and Proſperity, ſhould lead us to 
Thankfulneſs, Love, and Obedience to him, 
from the Overflowings of whoſe Bounty and 
Goodneſs all our Mercies ſpring; ſo, on the 
other, we ought to ſubmit to, be humbled 
under, and learn to repent, and reform, from 
the ſmart Strokes and Rebukes of his chaſ- 
tiſeing Rod: but if Judgments have not this 
Effect, let Sinners know, that God hath a a 
multitude of Arrows in his Quiver; as he |? 
hath unſearchable riches of Grace in Chriſt for 
his People, ſo he hath large ſtores of Wrath I? 
in reſerve for his Enemies, and an infinite va- |? 
riety of Plagues to inflict upon them; and if 
once he is fo provoked, as to ſtir up all his 
Wrath, he will pour it forth like Fire, and it 
ſhall burn, ſo as none ſhall be able to quench F? 
it. You ſee then, to what to aſcribe all our 
publick Calamities, vis, to God as the juſt 
and righteous Governor of the World; but to 
our own Depravity and Wickedneſs as the 
meritorious and procuring Cauſe, 7 
© Iſaiah xlv. 7. 
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O what reaſon then have we in theſe Na- 
tions to humble and abaſe ourſelves in the 
ſight of God! and to tremble before him, 
whoſe Vengeance we have juſtly provoked, by 
our Infidelity, and Immorality, our abuſe of 
Goſpel-light, and unfruitfulneſs under the 
oreateſt plenty of ſpiritual Advantages and the 
means of Grace, by our Drunkenneſs, and 
„ Lewdneſs, our Sabbath-breaking, and Pro- 

2 faneneſs, and numberleſs other Wickedneſſes 
a and Abominations, viſible almoſt in every cor- 
\ | ver of our Land! We ſurely have been a 
4 8 e highly favoured of the Lord; and God 
gmay ſay of us, as of Iſrael, his Vineyard of 
ald, becauſe of our unfruitfulneſs, * What could 
nis have been done more to my Vineyard, that I have 
a mot done in it? wherefore when T looked that it 
be | Dould bring forth Grapes, brought it forth wild 
for Crapes? Surely then, God may well have a 
* controverſy with us, and conſume us, or cut 
2 us off from being a Nation. God has often 


OT 


s i lifted up his Rod over us, to ſhew us, how 
his 3 cafily he could ſmite us; and to awaken us 
1 it 0 2 fight of our ſinfulneſs, and ſenſe of our 
ach il Duty; and now more particularly is he calling 


upon us, and ſpeaking to us, by the awful 
voice of his Judgments in many neighbouring 
i 1 of the World; and in permitting our 
ö en and ambitious Neighbours to interrupt 
our publick Peace and Tranquility, They 
4 © Ifaiah v. 4. 


[26] 


ſeem like the Aſſyrian of old, to be reſerved 
as the Rod of God's Anger; to be the In- 
ſtruments of Puniſhment to others: and now, 
(as often heretofore) the Lord is again threat- 
ening to chaſtiſe us with this ſcourge: they 
have boaſted greatly of their mighty Equip- 
ments and Preparations ; and as they delight 
much in great ſwelling Words of Vanity, fo 
they have not been wanting in ſevere and 
cruel] Menaces : but hitherto (bleſſed be God) 
he has reſtrained their Rage and Malice againſt 
us: ſo that like the proud Waves, though they 


rore, and furiouſly toſs themſelves, yet have 


they not been permitted to break out, and 
overwhelm us. This may ſerve to ſhew us, 
that God is as yet loth to deſtroy us: and 
therefore he is pleaſed to give us theſe awful 
Warnings: O let us take the Alarm: let us 
fee the hand of Cod lifted up: let us beware 
of going on in our Rebellions againſt, and 
daring Defiances of his ſovereign Authority ; 
leſt we fill up the full meaſure of our Ini- 


quities, and fo wrath come upon us to the ut- | 


termoſt, However, God doth not uſually at 


once give up a ſinful People or Nation, and | 
bring upon them overwhelming Judgments Bt 
or Calamities: he generally gives them many 
ſolemn and awful Forewarnings, that by a 
timely Repentance they may eſcape and avert 


the impending Blow. 
© Iſaiah x. 5. 
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Sd is not willing that any ſhould periſh ; 
he defireth not the Death of the Wicked; 


but tries a variety of methods with them, to 
2 reclaim them, and bring them to a ſerious 
2 conſideration of their Ways: And whenever 


he takes the Rod into his hand, it is with 
9 reluctance, and a ſeeming backwardneſs: 


He is ready to pardon, and forgive, but 
2 loath to deſtroy, and exert the Fury of his 


Wrath: Therefore, before he wholly gives 
up a People to Deſolation and Ruin, he af- 


, fords them many Warnings ; gives them a 
convenient ſpace for Repentance, and doth 


not totally abandon them, till after they 
appear quite irreclaimable and incorrigible. ; 
© This leads me to the next general Head, 
= which was, 

= 2%. To point out to you ſome of the 
EY uſual Signs or Preſages of approaching Judg- 
ments, in order to rouze, and awaken us 
out of our preſent Lethargy and Security. 
And here the firſt that I ſhall mention, 
is a more than ordinary ſpread and abound- 
ing of Iniquity. 

'Tis Sin (my Friends) is the great make- 
bate between Heaven and Earth : This is 
that accurſed Thing which God's Soul 
hates: And as it FM the Creature in a 
State of oppoſition and hoſtility to the 
bleſſed God; fo it arms the divine Power; 
puts a ſword. into the hand of divine Juſ- 
: 2 tice; 
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tice; and renders that God who is all 


Gentleneſs and Love (the Father of Mer- 
cies and God of all Conſolation) a con- 
ſuming Fire to Sinners : And the more Sin 
abounds, the more is his Wrath and Ven- 
geance ſtird up, and infſam'd. From his 
Propenſity to Mercy he endures with much 


long-ſuffering the Rebellions and Provo- 


cations of ſinners; and waits that he may 


be gracious unto them : but he hath de- 


clared, That his ſpirit ſhall not always 
ſtrive with men. There are certain Bounds 
and Limits, beyond which his Patience will 


not continue; and therefore if men ſtill 


perſiſt, adding Sin to Sin, 'till they have 


exercis'd it to it's utmoſt length, then Ruin 2 


and everlaſting Deſolation ſhall moſt ſurely 
overtake them. And thus God deals with 
Nations and Kingdoms, as well as with 


particular Perſons ; and therefore this ſhould : 


be an alarming Conſideration to us 1n theſe 


Lands, ſeeing Iniquity doth ſo much a- 


bound among us, and the divine For- 
bearance hath been ſo far lengthen'd out 
towards us, How long did God bear with 
the old World ? but at laſt, when all Fleſh 
had corrupted their way, then God ſwept 
them away by the univerſal Deluge : God 
ſpared the Canaanites, till their Iniquity 


was full, and then they were all devoted to 


Deftrudtion : : And ſo God dealt with his 


Own 


L197]. 
own people Iſrael, who went on in their 
Rebellions, trying and treſpaſſing on the di- 
vine Patience, till at laſt the wrath of the 
Lord aroſe againſt them, and there was no 
Remedy. Hence then, the more Sin a- 
bounds among a People, the nearer cer- 
tainly are they to Deſtruction. O may this 
prove to us all this Day an awakening and 
humbling Conderation 

2%, The deſpiſing and abuſing of gol. 
pel-light and the Means of Grace will 
1 haſten divine Judgments, and 
draw down the Vengeance of God on a 
ſinful People: and where this Sin is 
carried on to any confiderable length, ſuch 
a Nation cannot be far from Ruin. And 
O! what reaſon have we to fear | How 
much has England to anſwer for on this 
account? For what Naticn under the 
whole cope of heaven hath enjoyed the 
like Privileges and Advantages with our- 
ſelves? But, who hath abuſed them more? 
Or, who can be more barren and unfruit- 
ful? We have been planted on a very 
fruitful Hill; and have been conſtantly 
watered with the Dew of Heaven : our 
Enemies of Rome have indeed been un- 
wearied in their Endeavours and Attempts 
to blow out, and extinguiſh that light 
of the Goſpel among us, which clearly 
diſcovers the folly and wickedneſs of their 

C-2 innume- 
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innumerable Superſtitions and Idolatries; 
but hitherto the Lord hath fenced and 
guarded us around; hath been as a wall 
of fire to preſerve to us both our re- 
ligious and civil Liberties: but O how 
poor have been our Returns of Love and 
Obedience to our gracious Benefactor and 
Preſerver! What a long, clear, and warm 
day of Grace have we been favoured 
with! What a vaſt number of faithful 
Meſſengers hath God raiſed up, and ſent 
amongſt us; but alas! how many of 
them have been abuſed, perſecuted, or 
put to filence ! How generally has their 
ſacred Character been ſcoffed at, and de- 
rided; and how little regarded have been all 
their ſolemn Calls, and Warnings, their ſeri- 
ous Counſels and Admonitions ? May we not 
then well hear that tremendous Sentence, 
which our Lord pronounced on the bar- 
ren Fig-tree, No fruit grow on Thee hence- 
forth, and for- ever? May we not well hear, 
that God will ſay of us, Cut them down, 
why cumber they the Ground? If men's 
Account at laſt muſt be according to the 
Talents they have received, how ſhall we 
be able to anſwer ? How can we eſcape, who 
have deſpiſed and neglected ſo great Salvation? 
* Wo unto thee Chorazin, Wo unto thee Beth- 
ſaida; ſaith our Lord, fer , the mighty Works 
which have been dene in thee, had been done 
in 


* Mat, xi. 215 22. 
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would have re- 


. 1 In Ty re and Sidon, they 
: * long ago in Sackclth and Aſhes ; but 
I ſay unto you it ſhall be more tolerable in 
2 - % of 10 ee f for Tyre and Sidon than 
1 nd thus God favoured Jeruſalem 
: dejand all other Cities with Prophets and 
1 other extraordinary Meſſengers, to inſtruct 
her in the right Way of faith and holi- 
1 zneſs; - and at laſt ſhe enjoyed the Privi- 
: Hege of Chriſt's own perſonal Miniſtry ; but 
iſhe deſpiſed and rejected the Counſel of God 
2 againſt herſelf, and at laſt with wicked 
hands delivered up, and crucified the Lord 
pf Glory; for which God rejected her, caſt 
her off, and gave her up to utter Deſolation, 
2 cording | to our Lord's doleful Lamenta- 
ion and Prediction, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſa- 
em, thou that killeſt the Prophets, and ftoneft 
4 hem that are ſent unto thee ; how often would 
T7 have gathered thy Chi Idren together, even 
4 Hen gathereth her Brood under her Wings, 
gut ye would not] wherefore behold your boufe 
left unto you, deſolate. _ 

2 Farther, 3%. Another melancholy Pre- 
age of approaching Judgments is, God's 
emoval of many of his People to Heaven ; 
that few (if any are left, to fight againſt, 
Ind oppoſe the growth and abounding of 
Wiquiry, 

This was the Caſe of rebellious Iſrael 
old, who were carried Captive ſoon aſter 
N 3 


ir 
& 

5 þ 
WY 
Ws 
[5 


b Mat, xXxiil, 37» 38. 


3 
the Death of good Jofiah : and immedi. | 
ately upon the Departure of Lot out of 
wicked Sodom, the Lord deſtroyed them 
by Fire and Brimſtone from Heaven, Good 
men (as the Prophet ſays) are the Clarios 
of Tjrael, and the Horſemen thereof : They 
are (whatſoever others may think of them) 
the main Props and Bulwark of a Nation; 
ard it is likely, that it is much upon their 
account, and in anſwer to their Prayers and 
Tears that God bears ſo long as he doth 
with a profane and ungodly World. Noy 
when theſe are generally {lighted and de- 
ſpiſed : (or as the Prophet ſays) when the 
Righteous periſheth, and no Man layeth it 
to heart, and when merciful men are taken 
away, and none regardeth or conſidereth that 
the Righteous are taken away from the Evi 
to come, it is a ſad Sign of an abandone 
People, a People devoted and near to De 
ſtruction. This indeed I cannot ſo direc 
apply to ourſelves: however, this Confide 
ration ſhould cauſe us more highly to valu 
and eſteem the Godly, and fincerely to ll 
ment the ſmallneſs of their Number. : 

4. Every inſtance of God's Severity tl 
others, ſhould be an Alarm to us, to con 
ſider our own Deſerts, and to fear leſt tit 
ſame, or worſt Calamities ſhould overtas 
us. When God's Judgments are abroad | 
the Earth, the Inhabitants thereof fon 
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learn Righteouſneſs. Let us not then from 
ga vain and proud Curioſity be inclined to 
Z ſearch into the ſecret reaſons of the divine 
= Diſpenſations with reſpect to others; or be 
ready to enquire or determine why, or for 
what particular Sins, God doth thus ſorely 
viſit them; neither let us imagine that our 
i eſcape is to be attributed either to our In- 
nocency or Uprightneſs : rather let us ſearch 
into our own Sins; be humbled for them; 
and carefully turn from them; leſt the 
de-. fame, or a worſe thing overtake us; this 
is agreeable to that Counſel and Caution 
which our Lord gives, When, ſome ſpake to 
bim of the Galileans, whoſe Blood Pilate had 
W mingled with their Sacrifices : upon this, 
W ſays he, (knowing what thoughts were apt 
Ito ariſe in their hearts,) ſuppoſe ye that 
4 theſe Galileans were Sinners above all the 
rect Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch Things; 
nſide I rell you nay; but except ye repent, ye ſhall 
valuf all likewiſe periſh. Or thoſe Eighteen upon 
to lMwhom the Tower in Siloam fell, and flew 
8 them : think ye they were Sinners above all 
nen that dwelt at Jeruſalem? I tell you nay: 
bu except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe pe- 
riſh, Thus inſtead of judging hardly of 
others, becauſe God ſuffers Calamities to 
overtake them; we ſhould rather admire 


the 


© Luke xiii. I, &c. 


[ 24 ] 


the divine Mercy in ſparing us; we ſhould 
take warning, and repent, leſt the ſame 
or a worſe thing come unto us. 1 
5b. Very frequently God firſt viſits a th 
ſinful People with leſſer Judgments; and if Þ 
theſe have no good Effect, then he proceeds 
to greater. He does not come to Extremi- 
ties all at once: For as his Word aſſures us, 
he is flow to Anger, but ready to pardon 
and forgive: Judgment is called his ſtrange 
act; but Mercy ſeems to be his darling and 
moſt triumphant Attribute: Therefore he 
bears long wich Sinners; tries the various 
methods of his Mercy, to win upon and 
melt the obdurate Hearts; and when theſe 
will not prevail, then he takes his Rod, and 
tries what ſeverity will do; and when this 
proves ineffectual, Sinners have juſt reaſon 
to fear that theſe lighter Strokes will be fol- 
lowed with much ſorer Puniſhments ; this 
is agreeable to the way God threatens to 
deal with Iſrael, if they ſhould dare to 
break his Covenant, and - violate his Pre- 
cepts, as you may read at large in Lev. xxvi. 
from the 14" verſe of that Chapter. 

And now (my Friends) let us reflect a 
little upon the divine Conduct towards us 
as a People. Has it not been juſt after this 
Method? What Peace and Plenty have we 

enjoy'd? How long has the public Health 
of the Nation been urs. beyond the 
experience 
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Experience of former Ages; as our Hiſtories 
will inform us? What a vaſt variety of 


other Bleſſings and Privileges have we en- 
= joyed, under the auſpicious reign of his pre- 
2 ſent Majeſty, and that of his royal Father? 
And yet all this Kindneſs has not won upon 
us; but we have rather waxed wanton, 
vain, and ſecure, and have forgotten God 
2 our Benefactor: Therefore he hath hereto- 
fore, and is now again trying what the 
Rod will do, by permitting our Adver- 
ſaries to riſe up againſt us, to interrupt 
& our public Tranquility, and threaten our 
Deſtruction. Thus God is founding an 
Alarm to us: O let us now hear it, and 
to the warning: let us forſake our Sins, and 
fly unto him, for Deliverance and Safety: 
For he is merciful and gracious, he is ever 
ready to pardon and forgive, but if we ſtill 
go on in our Sins and Impenitency, he will 
@ ſurely purſue us with ſtill greater and greater 
& Judgments, until he hath utterly conſumed 
us. And thus I have pointed out to you 
ſeveral of the uſual Preſages of approach- 
Y ing Judzments, and how far they are diſ- 
cernable amongſt us, or in our own caſe, and 
{ preſent circumſtances ; and which therefore, 


like the ſound of the Trumpet, ſhould alarm 


and awaken us. 


Ibis brings me, in the third Place, to 
ſhew you what Effects theſe awful Warn- 
D ings 


— p ‚— Qin —n — = 
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ings and Preſages of approaching Judgments Þ 
ought to have upon us. 

And 1; Surely the leaſt Effect that theſe 
divine and awful Warnings ſhould have, 
ſhould be to rouze and awaken us to a 


ſerious Thoughtfulneſs and Cooliderntios ; 
as to our Sins, and our imminent Danger | 


on the account of them; and how, or by | 


what means and method we may eſcape 


thoſe Evils that we have juſt cauſe to fear 


are coming upon us. Nothing ſo much | 4 
hardens men in their Vices, and ſeals them 
down in their Impenitency, as a ſtupid 


covetouſneſs and thoughtleſs ſecurity. Con- 
ſcience indeed will ſometimes diſturb the 


very worſt of men, and ſharply remon- | 


ſtrate againſt their abominable Practices. 
But alas! they often find out ways to ſi- 


lence its Clamours; or elſe they wilfully 


ſhut their eyes againſt all Convictions, 
and obſtinately reſolve to go. on and per- 
fiſt in their evil courſes, thoughtleſs of all 
Events: God therefore loudly calls upon 
them by the voice of his Judgments, to 
awaken them to ſerious Reflection as the 
moſt likely means to a thorough Refor- 


mation. When I thought on my Ways (ſaid 


the pious Pſalmiſt) I turned my Feet unto 
thy Teſtimonies; then I made haſte, and 
Sled not to keep thy Commandments, 


Hence, 
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i Hence, 2%, God intends by theſe aw. 
© ful Warnings of approaching K * 
to bring ſinners to Repentance. This 

i one of God's principal Deſigns in all the 
Rebukes of his Providence; for he doth 
ve, not afflict willingly, nor grieve the chil- 
o a dren of men: 1. e. for his mere arbitrary 
n; will and pleaſure; but whenever he takes 
ger the Rod, it is to bring them to a ſenſe of 
by] their Duty, and to drive them to Repen- 
ape] tance: And when it has this genuine Ef- 
fear fect, he will be favourable, and gracious, 
and remove the Tokens of his Diſpleaſure. 
Thus we may ſecure God on our ſide; 
and avert the ſtrokes of his impending 
Wrath: For ſays God himfelf, At what 
ſiaſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, 
and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and 
10 pull down, and to 5 it: if that Na- 
tion againſt whom I have pronounced, turn 
rom their evil ways, I will repent of the 
Evil that I thought to do unto them. 
3. When God is pleaſed to inflict upon 
zus any Tokens of his Diſpleaſure, or threat- 
ens us with Judgments, it is to call off our 
Dependance on the Creature; and that we 
may hear and truſt only in him, In a ſtate 
got caſe and proſperity we are apt to forget 
Jour God; and to put our Truſt in an Arm 
unto Jof Fleſh, but by theſe he beats us. off from 


5 5 


Ka. 
all our falſe Dependencies ; and ſhews us, 3 
that in him alone is bound on all our e 
and Felicity. 
4, When under the Rebukes of Pro- 5 
80 or apprehenſive of e 
Evils, we ſhould carefully ſearch and ex- 
amine ourſelves; and be ſolicitous to oon 
wherefore it is that God contendeth withß 
us. For unleſs we know the true reaſon}? 
why the Lord hath a Controverſy with us 
How ſhall we be able to rectify what is ami 
in order to avert the Tokens of his Di- 
pleaſure, or to regain. an intereſt 1 in ha 
Favour. ” 
„ under the e off 
approaching Calamities we ſhould be hum] 
bled, as ſenſible of our own Deſerts; and] 
be ready to acknowledge the Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs of God in all, even his 0 0 
| vereſt Diſpenſations. 
thy. This ſhould teach us Patience undef 
and Reſignation and Submiſſion to the Dil 
vine Will; as knowing that he is able ths 
bring about Good out of the greateſt Evil] 
and that how ſeverely ſoever he deals will 
us, yet we are 3 leſs than our Ini ö 
quities deſerve. L 
Laſtly. When under any Tokens of th 
Divine Diſpleaſure, or apprehenſive of apy 
proaching Calamities, we ſhould fly untg 
God, by Prayer, and Faſting, earneſtly imP 
ploring his Help and Defence. And fo 
you : 


[ 29 ] 


your Encouragement herein you haye many 
Examples recorded in Scripture of the happy 
Effect of this method of proceeding. Thus 
God regarded even the outward Humi- 
liation of wicked Ahab, ſo far, as to de- 
fer, the execution of theſe terrible Threat- 
enings which he had denounced by his 
Prophet till the days of his ſon, (ſee 1 Kings 
Xxi. 29.) And when Nineveh was threat- 
ened with ſudden Deſtruction you find, up- 
en their Faſting, Repentance, and earneſt 
Supplications for Mercy they were ſpared, 
and delivered. And that God hath put it 
into the Heart of our King to appoint ſuch 
a Day as this, I cannot but look upon as a 
Token for good, That God ſtill deſigns 
Favour unto us; that he will yet ſpare us, 
for the ſake of the Remnant of his People, 
that are yet left amongſt us; and that he 
will yet hear their united cries and ſuppli- 
0 for Mercy: For the Apoſtle aſſures 

] b That the -T:Bual fervent Prayer of a 

: has Man availeth much. 
ii And thus I have pointed out to you your 
2 preſent Duty, by ſhewing you what Effects 
the apprehenſion of approaching Judgments 
27 ought to have upon us, 

And this Head having been of fo prac- 
tical a nature, the leſs need be offer'd un- 
der the Application. However by way 


: | of Inference. 


b James v. 16. 
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1. We may learn from what has been 


ſaid, the great evil that there is in Sin; for 


this alone is the fruitful Mother of every 
other Evil. This marrs and ſpoils all our 
Comforts; turns our Bleflings into Curfes ; 
expoſeth to innumerable Croſſes, Loſſes, 
and Vexations; yea, it arms Omnipotency 


itſelf againſt the Sinner; opens all the 


Flood-gates ef the Divine Wrath; and at 


laſt plungeth the finally Impenitent into 


endleſs and intolerable Torment and Miſery. 


"Tis this alone is the meritorious and pro- 


curing Cauſe of all the Confuſions, Wars, 
Diſtreſſes, and Diſorders, that affright, af- 
flict, and torment men in this Life; and tis 
this that kindles the Flames of Hell, and is 
the Author of the everlaſting Tortures and 
Agonies of the Bottomleſs. Pit. O let us then 
immediately reſolve to have no more to do 


with this accurſed abominable Evil. Hence, 


2%, Let Sinners be aſſured, that thade 


evil Courſes if unpardoned, vnrepented of, 


and finally perſiſted in, will at laſt certainly 
iſſue in their Ruin and Miſery. Sinners 
may for the preſent feel little of the direful 
Effects of Sin, and therefore may go on 
boldly and ſecurely without Fear or Concern; 
nevertheleſs, Evil is certainly before the Sin- 
ner ; and thy Caſe 1s not the leſs dangerous, 
becauſe thou wilt not think of it: or vainly 
flattereſt thyſelf with falſe Hopes and ground- 
leſs Expectations: yea, thy Careleſsneſs and 

Preſumption 
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1 Preſumption rather declares thy nearneſs to 
Z Deſtruction. The Evil of Sin will be fol- 


; lowed by the Evil of Puniſhment. O pre- 
3, ſume therefore no longer on the Divine Pa- 
y tience: for God is now ſounding an Alarm 
ze MR againſt thee in the awful Threatnings of his 


Word: O liſten now to the Sound of theſe 
to dreadful Thunders, now rolling at a Diſtance, 
and in time by Repentance fly from and e- 
ſcape the approaching Storm of Wrath, 
Let the Wicked therefore now forſake his 


rs, 

f- | evil Ways, and the unrighteous man his 
tis thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord; 
| is and he will have mercy upon him, and to 


our God, and he will abundantly pardon. 
Zz. How infinitely are we indebted to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for all that he hath 
done for us! for in his Blood he hath 
ir opened for us a Fountain for Sin, and for 
Uncleanneſs; ſo that herein we may be 
2 waſhed Com, the guilt of- Sin, and obtain 
Deliverance from that Wrath and Ven- 
Wgcance, to which we were liable on the 
account of it. Sin had made us the Ob- 
Wits of the Divine Diſpleaſure; and had 
opt up all the Avenues of God's Mercy, 
and Bowels of Compaſſion ; but he opens 
the way for the free-flowing forth of the 
EDivine Favour ; ſo that God now becomes 
a reconciled Father to penitent Sinners; 
admits them as his Children now, and con- 
fers upon them an everlaſting glorious In- 
heritance 
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heritance heteaftet. And although he does N 
not ſee fit to exempt them 5 ternpo- | LL 


ral Calamities; yea, ſometimes viſits them 


with heavy Judements, and ſorely chaſti- I 4 
ſeth them for their Diſobedience and Per- J 


verſeneſs, yet he corrects them in Meaſure, | 
his Strokes are but as the Strokes of a 


tender Father ; he puts a Bleſſing even . L 


to the bitter Cup of Affliction ; and cauſeth - 


tual and eternal Good. 


In the laſt Place, at. Learn from what | N 


bath been ſaid, the great happineſs and ſafety of 


the truly Godly. Their Sins being all par- q 


doned, they have Peace with God 10 . 


our Lord Jean Chriſt; therefore they are 
happy in all Circumſtances; are prepared for 


all Events, and no Evil can befall them but 


what ſhall redound to their greater Good and 
Advantage, they are ſafe as to their main Con. 1 


all Things to work together for their apl. I 


very preſent Help in Trouble: therefore bt iſ 
doe not fear, though the Earth be removed, 
and though the Mountains be carried into tht 


| midf 7 che Sea; though the Waters thereof 


cern in the midſt of ſweeping Judgments, and |; I 
are prepared to ſtand even the ſhock of a dif-| 7 
folving World. Therefore they may adapt the} 
triumphant language of the Pſalmiſt, and fay|* 
(as in Pſal. xlvi. 1, 2, 3. and with that I ſhall 4 
conclude, ) God is our Refuge and Strength, of 


in 


